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2 Tim. II. 19. 


Nevertheleſs the Foundation of God fland- 
eth ſure, having this Seal, the Lord 
| knoweth them that are his; and let 
every one that nameth the Mame of 
Chriſt depart from Iniquity. 


HE Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus 
were written to them as governors in 
the chriſtian church, and they conſiſt 
principally of directions relating to the 

miniſterial office. 

The moſt important part of theſe apoſtolical 
lirections reſpects the preſervation of the chri- 
tian faith in its original purity and integrity. 
To which purpoſe we haye repeated injunctions 
tiroughout theſe epiſtles, ſuch as, that they were 
b bold faſt the form of ſound words, the original 
model and delineated plan of chriſtian doctrine, 
wich they had heard of him ; --- to charge men 
Lat they teach no other doctrine; but to adbere to 
rlalgſome words even the words of our Lord Yeſus 
A Chr. i, | 
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Chriſt, and the doflrine which is according to gud. Wt: 
lineſs. ---- to keep this commandment without ſpu, Wl 
unrebukeable, &c.; — to look upon it as a ruf, Ml th 
or ſacred depoſitum committed to their charge. --. pr 
and farther, that the things they had heard, atteſi. Wd 
ed by many witneſſes, the ſame were they to commit N fg 
to faithful men, who ſhould be able to teach other: N co. 
alſo. ---=- that they ſhould continue in the thing: 
wohich they had learned, and had been aſſured of, 
knowing of whom they had learned them. ---- and 
thus holding faſt the faithful word, as they bud 
been taught, they would be able by ſound doftrine 
both to exhort and to convince gainſayers. 
One of thoſe eſſential articles to be preſerv'd, 
and that to which the words of my text do more 
immediately refer, was the doctrine of the Reſur-(ton, 
rection. Concerning which truth, the apoſtle tells 
us, ſome had erred, ſaying that the reſurrectim err 
was paſt already, and overthrew the faith of ſome 
Nevertheleſs, ſays he, the foundation of God ſtand 
eth ſure : that is, notwithſtanding all the diſpute: 
and cavils of vain men, that foundation of gol: 
pel-truth, which has been laid by God himſelf, Mee 
ſhall remain firm and unſhaken, having this ſea, Fuſior 
the Lord knoweth them that are his. "ny 
Some interpreters will have the word einer; 
to be uſed in this place not ſo properly in its ori kntio 
ginal meaning for a foundation, but rather in Wtec 


ſecon 
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rod- WM ccondary ſenſe for that covenant, or fundamental 
0, antract enter d into betwixt God and man in 
1, N the chriſtian diſpenſation. And in this view, the 
- popriety of the ſeal here uſed will be obvious, 
tefi- nnd render the conſtruction of this difficult paſ- 
mit N age plain and intelligible. For the part of the 
bers covenant on one fide, to which God is repreſent- 
ing, ed as ſetting his ſeal, is implied in theſe words, 
1 of, Mite Lord knoweth them that are his; that is, he 
and I will acknowledge thoſe as his own, who ſhew 
 badthemſelves to belong to him by ſteddily adhering - 
rin: Iv his word, by being employed in his ſervice in 
maintaining and propagating thoſe great truths he 
ad deliver d to them; he will ſupport and pro- 
ct their cauſe and doctrine againſt all oppoſi- 
Jon, and will reward their fidelity. And the 
ligation of the ſeal on the part of man is, that 
mery one that nameth the name of Chriſt, that en- 
Neiges himſelf in this covenant by taking upon 
tim the profeſſion of chriſtianity, muſt depart 
rom iniquity. 

The expreſſions the apoſtle here uſes are ta- 
ken from the Septuagint, and are plainly an al- 
lion to the hiſtory of Arab and his rebellious 
ampany, (Num. 16. v. 5.) i 6 Os rds wras 
We, in which words Moſes declares Gods in- 
s of1-Fſention to diſtinguiſh his choſen ſervants, who 
r in ec under his name and commiſſion, by in- 
ſecon flicting 


/ 


large in the hiſtory. 


Timothy and Titus, we may infer the OY 
| particulars. 


fundamental articles of faith eſſentially neceſſary 
to the profeſſion of the goſpel- religion. 
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flicting ſome ſignal vengeance on their oppo- 
nents, the mutinous ſons of Levi; and then the Wl ,, 


arena 3b adias in the latter part of the vet ch 
is carrying on the ſame accommodation, after Ml 


S Paul's manner, and alludes to the congregation 


/ Ifradl being order'd to depart Jrom the tents y qu 
| theſe wicked men, % a&TEGITAY d r M 


and accordingly they departed from the tents f 
Korah. (Num. 16. v. 20, Sc.) as we have it at 


Flow the words of my text thus explain'd, 
and from the general deſign of the epiſtles to Ie 


Firſt, that there are certain goſpel-truths or Nic 


Secondly, that the Certainty of theſe truths is 
no way invalidated or render'd precarious by the 
various diſputes and diverſities of opinions which 
ſubſiſt in the world, even amongſt chriſtians them- 
ſelves. The foundation of God flill ſtandeth ſure. 


And thirdly, I infer the expediency and neceſ- Ni 
ſity of an inſtituted miniſtry, for the preſerving eta 


and — theſe truths een ** ted | 
Firſt 


rations, 
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po- Firſt then, I am to ſhew that there are cer- 
the W uin fundamental truths eſſentially neceſſary to 
eric I te profeſſion of the Goſpel. 
ion 


Indeed it will ſcarce amount to a matter of 

fs of © queſtion, whether there is any ſuch thing as a 
4 yſtem of religion, or philoſophy, or politicks 
or even any common occupation of life, but 
what has its truths and maxims in theory, which 
xe. to be conſider'd as previous to their applica- 
ton in practice. Men learn their duty both in 
vil and religious matters from precept and rule; 
their ſkill and dexterity in buſineſs and the com- 
nercial arts of life are derived from this foun- 
uin, and tho' tis practice and experience, emu- 
ation and example that renders them adepts, yet 
ſſary Nuey muſt begin with the rudiments of their pro- 
kon, and the firſt principles of ſcience, and 
n proportion as theſe are underſtood and digeſt- 
te will their practical proficiency be greater or 
J 
Now the goſpel-ſcheme may be conſider d in 
heſe two views, either as a regular plan or ſy- 
em of moral government laid out by the divine 
— the foundation of which is built on 


principles, and the execution of it dire- 
tec by certain rules or meaſures of action, re- 


ting the Deity, Or elſe it may be conſider'd 


as 


as a rule of action to man, as a law given him, W « 
by which he is to regulate his conduct, and in 0 
obedience to which to attain to that happinels Wl © 
and perfection, which is ſuitable to his nature. MW » 
In both theſe views the caſe will be the ſame: n 
in the former, the Deity is ſuppoſed as proced- iſ 
of 
up 

wi 


ing by certain rules ariſing from the reaſon of 
things and the natural fitneſs of action, and tho 
Perhaps ſtrictly ſpeaking it may be improper to 

ſay the Deity is influenced by any motives or 

principles from without, ſince infinite wiſdom, WW 
juſtice, and goodneſs are inherent in his nature, f 
yet the effects of theſe attributes will have the 
ſame appearance with regard to us, and ther 
operations be conſider d in the fame light, as if {Wa 
they proceded from ſome fixt truths or eſta- {Wh 
Vliſh'd maxims he had form d for his own con- Nc 
duct. fue 
: inthe leter view; you conſider the goſpel as ita 
a revelation made to mankind, or a diſcovery of a e 
certain truths which it concerns them to know, 
both to inform their underſtanding, and to di- 
rect their practice. The contents of theſe dif- 
coveries are not matters of mere ſpeculation, 
| Whicha man is at liberty to receive or reject, but 
they are a law to him, as founded on the rela- 
tion he bears to his Creator, and they are the 


3 happineſs, . 


ö 
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gent, accountable for his conduct to the author 
of his being. Thus there is a ſtrict connexion 
between faith and tice, and tho' the latter 
s often repreſented as the ſole end of providence 
n giving us any revelation at all, which is true 
n a general ſenſe, yet how can we be ſenſible 
of our obligations to any, practical duties, but 
upon the ſuppoſition of certain truths, 
which thoſe duties are grounded ? 
To inſtance in a few particulars: ſuch as the 
nerits and mediatorſhip of Jeſus Chrift, the for- 

rveneſs of fins for his ſake, the dofirine of the re- 

trrection, the aſſiſtance of divine grace, &c. are 
they not points of the higheſt conſequence to 

mankind, and ſuch as the gentile world were 
wholly unacquainted with? do they reſt in ſpe- 
ulation only, or have they not an immediate in- 
luence upon practice? do they not grow into 

el a ital principles of action, and become the ſource 
ry of I every thing that is good and great? do they 
now, Nut ſupply us with every inducement and every 
o di- 'bligation that can be thought of to a holy life? 

> diſ· No they not ſet before us the proper and the only 
equate objects of our hopes and fears, as intel- 

ent beings? do they. not inſpire our hearts 

wth the warmeſt reſentments of gratitude and 
ue? how are we led to adore both the juſtice 
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fations ? „ 
ſtate, and what ſentiments do we feel ourſelves 
affected with, when we contemplate the new re- 
lation we ſtand in to our bleſſed Redeemer, who Ml 
died for our fins, and roſe again for our juſtifica- MW 
tion? what dread do we feel from the conſe- i. 
quences of a vitious life, when the errors of the , 
Lord are ſet before us? and what encourage- 5 
ments to a life of virtue from the aſſiſtance of A 
the bleſſed Spirit, and the certain expectations of 10 

X 
p 
it 


a future reward, even an eternity of happineſs? 
— uch points as theſe then are the eſſentials 
of the covenant of grace; they conſtitute the 
whole ſcheme ; they are goſpel-truths funda- 
mentally neceflary to be believed by all who 
would embrace the doctrine of ſalvation; and 
then the concluſion follows of courſe, let every 
one that nameth the name of Chriſt depart from m- 
quity. 

IR 
from ſcripture; the thing ſpeaks itſelf ; and we 
read it in every page of the goſpel. Hence K. 
Paul ſpeaks of the firſt principles of the dotirine 
of Chriſt, repentance from dead works, faith . n, 
wards God, and the like, as well known among,” 
chriſtians, and too firmly eſtabliſhed to need any 
repetition. And hence is faith conſtantly repre- 


ble 
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ie terms of falvation, not a faith diſtin fron 
works, but ſuch a faith as is neceſfatily produ- 
ve of them, and the parent of every chriftian 

irtue. -—- Hence too we may remark how vain 
nd impertinent is the talk of thoſe libertin wri- 

trs, who affect to ſet faith and practice at a diſ- 
unce, and will have tnorality, or what they call 
he religion of nature, to be the fole view and 
nent of the goſpel. And on the other Haid, not 
6 extravagant is that fort of enthuſſaftn, which 
heaks of good works as fearce any part of the 
nſpel at all, treating thetn as low and contem- 
ble attainments, in compariſon of I know not 
at ſublimated faith, they fancy themſelves in 
oſeffion of. But the one does as truly belong 
o the other, as the ſtrearti belongs to the foun- 
in from which it flows. | 
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I come now to the ſecond thing propoſed, : 
x is to ſhew that the certainty of theſe goſ- 
is is no way invalidated or render d pre- 
us by the various diſputes and diverſities of 
piniotis Which fubſiſt in the world, even a- 
chriſtians themſelves. The faundation of 
til ſtandetb ſure. 
ey ORG topick of objection in the 
hs of unbelievers, that the very end of re- 
00 iclelf is defeated by the various and con- 
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tradiftory opinions of mankind mii it 
You are not agreed in the ſenſe of your own 
ſcriptures; you interpret, differently; What is 
held for truth and ſound doctrine in one age d 
country is exploded in another; you are divided 
into ſects and parties, each having its ſeveral 
creeds and ſyſtems of doctrine, and condemning 
thoſe of others. Now amidſt theſe perplexing 
_ difficulties, how ſhall the poor bewilder'd chri- 
| ſtian know where to ſet his foot? --- He may a 
well return back again to the plain religion of 
nature, where his own reaſon will be his beſt di- 
What then, is truth entirely loſt and con- 
founded in theſe conteſts ? 1 Chriſt himſelf diu. 
ded? are there no authentick records to have re- 
_ courſe to? no friendly hand to lead us through 
the mazes of error to the fountain of truth ? or 
are we left to fluctuate amidſt variety of human 
opinions, toſi'd to and fro with every wind of d- 
Frine, uncertain at laſt whether to light on truth 
or error, whilſt at the ſame time the divine ora- 
cles lie open to our view, and in which we are 
invited and commanded to ſearch for the word 
of eternal life ? --- True, it may be faid ; but 
you differ in your interpretations of theſe divine 
oracles, the difficulty ſtill recurs, and we are 2. 


6 — To which I think 
we 
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we may venture to anſwer, that the primary and 
kading articles of chriſtianity, ſuch as thoſe a- 
bovemention'd, are not the points in controverſy 
mongſt chriſtians, that they are in themſelves 
rery intelligible and plain as far as they are ne- 
ceſſary to be underſtood, that they are fully and 
frequently inculcated in ſcripture, and that chri- 
fians of all denominations are generally agreed 
n acknowledging them. Men may differ indeed , 
n their explications of ſome fable points, 
which human underſtanding is no way equal to; 
hey may enter into abſtruſe reaſonings, and throw | 
cloud over doctrines which are otherwiſe ſuffi- 
cently clear for the purpoſe they were deſign d 
br; they may diſpute about niceties, and forms, 
nd modes, which do not affect the eſſence of 
rligion ; they may fancy they ſee things in the 
wſpel which are not there, and they may over- 
bok others which are. But ſtill, there is a cen- 
tr of union at the bottom, ſome certain general 
rinciples that are indiſputable. --- And have not 
ll ſciences their difficulties ? do not men differ 
d their explications upon moral ſubjects, in their 


oil affairs, and even in matters of common life? 


— and ſo it is in religion: it muſt needs be that 
fences come; diviſions and diſſentions will natu- 
ally ariſe, nevertheleſs the * 0 God Hand- 


d ſure, 
The 
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The truth is, it is not ſo much the reality of 
thoſe important articles, that is called in que- 
ſtion and made the ſubject of debate, as the 
manner of explaining them. The very objection 
ſuppoſes their reality; that there are dach articles 
in the bible is not denied even by infidels them- 
ſelves, and the differences concerning them 2. 
mong chriſtians do ſeldom ariſe ſo properly from 
the articles themſelves, as from the prejudices 
and paſſions of the contending parties, or, to t. 
ſpeak in a ſofter and more faſhionable ſtyle, from WM n 
the different ways of thinking of particular men. 
But how can men differ in things that are th 
plain ? ---- I would anſwer this queſtion by in- fr 
verting the terms of it: how can things be plain pl 
to men that are determined to differ? Was truth eg 
the only end in view, and reaſon the only means m 
uſed to inveſtigate it, which all are forward e- ob 
nough to profeſs, the anſwer would not be {Ml tr 
obvious. But when a thouſand things contribute ¶ nc 
to the perverſion.of both, when boiſterous paſ- 
ſions uſurp the place of reaſon, and victory fits 
in the ſeat of truth, how can it be otherwiſe but 
that both muſt ſuffer in the ſtruggle? Truth and 
reaſon are the pretenſions of all, but few ar 
there who follow them without other purſuits 
in view. Syſtems are to be raiſed, which 
muſt be proved from the goſpel : . 
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y of MW framed, which the. goſpel is to ſupport: ſchemes 
ue-WM of religion are laid out, to ſuit the inclinations 
the i of particular men, or to pleaſure a party, and 
the goſpel is to be anſwerable for them all. To 
this purpoſe miſrepreſentations become neceſſary 
and perverſions of ſcripture texts; proofs are to 
be brought in aid of what is advanced, and if 
not found in ſcripture, they muſt be made. In 
ſhort, every art of ſophiſtry will be made uſe of 
to confirm and adorn the refinements of | inge- 
nous men. 

Conſider farther, what infnke diverſity of 
thinking and reaſoning muſt unavoidably ariſe 
from the naturally different tempers and com- 
plexions of mens minds. How various and un- 
equal their capacities ? what allowances to be 
made for the different points of view, in which 
objects are ſeen ? how forcibly do ſome things 
be (0M frike upon the imagination of one man, which 
ributc WF nother is not at all affected with? and this va- 
s pal: ¶ rety of workmanſhip in the original make of 
ry fits I de human mind muſt ever produce that multi- 
ſe but I drmity of ſentiment in religious matters, which 
h and ve are fo often call'd upon to account for. 
w a Thus is the chriſtian world divided; but Criſt 
urſuits Ws not divided, for the foundation of God flill fland- 
wbich eb gare. The light of truth, like that of the 
©, may be clouded for a moment, but not ex- 

| OY 
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| ther more or leſs, is all owing to the undeſer 


16 4 Conferatio Wein 


tinguiſhed. Its rays may be intercepted for a 
while, but they ſoon emerge into open day. 


Let us conſider the ſubject in another view. 


Chriſtianity is repreſented to us as a warfare, 
and the religion of the goſpel as no other than 
a trial of our obedience. If this be a juſt repre- 
* what is the concluſion from it? Muſt 
there not be difficulties to encounter? tempta- 
tions to overcome? doubts and perplexities to 
ſtruggle with? objections to be removed? a deal 
of virtue and fortitude to be exerciſed, before 
the man of God can be perfect, thoroughly furniſh- 
ed to all good works? For where would be the 
trial of his faith, did not providence permit falſ 
prophets and divers ſpirits to go out into the world? 
and what better proof of his obedience, than 5 
try the ſpirits whether they are of God, to examine 
the deftrine, and then to fland faſt in the liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made him free? 

Some men talk in a manner, as if religion, 
the religion of revelation at leaſt, ought to be fo 
clear and explicit as to force conviction, and to 
leave no poſſible room for doubt or differences 
of opinion; not conſidering at the ſame time, 
that we have no right to any revelation at all, 
and that whatever light we receive from it, whe- 


bounty 
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wunty of heaven... The goſpel, like other blei- 
fings of providence, was given to mankind for 
their good, but not to force either their under- 
ſtandings or their wills. We are invited into it, 
but not compell'd. He hath ſet before us life and 
rod, and death and evil, but the choice of either 
muſt come from ourſelves. - 
But ſtill may it be ſaid, that ice it has pleaſed 
God to plant his religion in the world, it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that his providence ſhould 
reſide over it in ſuch a manner, as that it _ 
* ways be profeſs d in its genuine purity, 
72 from error or controverſy. Otherwiſe he 2 


6d 
2 


the intereſts of his own religion. --— Obſerve 
111 then how far this way of arguing ought to carry 
s: for ſhall we not be obliged to maintain up- 
on the ſame principle, that the divine providence 
c concern'd likewiſe to ſupport the true Practice 
af his religion, as well as the true faith? or is 
t of more importance, that he ſhould ſecure the 
nembers of his church from error, than from 
nce and wickedneſs ? is not a good life as much 
i part of religion, as a ſound faith? and is not 
"ce as odious in the fight of God, as a miſtaken 
pinion ? if therefore it be neceſſary the church 
« God ſhould be without error, it is as neceſ- 
ay it ſhould be without ſin. Both theſe may 


bets the work of his own hands, and forſakes 
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ie dees & the chad wiege in ln 
ven, but for us militant here on earth to lay 
elaim to any ſuch, is as unreaſonable as it is un- 
ſcriptural. Whilſt we are in the preſent ſtate of 
things, we muſt be content to be ſubject to the 
ſame frailties and imperfections with our fellow- 
creatures, who know not the goſpel. The bleſ- 
fing of chriſtianity to thoſe who enjoy it, is in- 
eſtimably great; but then it is ſuch a bleſſing, 
as, like all others in this world, men may, if they 
pleaſe, pervert and turn to their own deſtruction. 
They may draw doctrines from it which are not 
there, and they may direct their lives by fuch 
practices as are contrary to it. God is not con- 
cern'd to prevent theſe inconveniencies by his ir- 
reſiſtible power; he has not changed our na- 
tures by improving our religion; he has left us 
ſtill moral agents, and has ordained the benefits 
of revelation, not to be an invafion upon our 
freedom, but a direction to it. He acts upon us 
only by his free grace in conjunction with our 
own endeavours, and if we fall into fin or er- 
ror, the fault is chargeable on ourſelves, not on 
him. He has done hrs part, the part of a bene- 
ficent and kind father, in revealing to us his 
will, and placing us in our road to happineß 
tis ours as dutiful children, to embrace the of 

fer, and be obedient. 
May 
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May I not add to all this, chat the goſpel it- 
{if is in a tate of probation, if I may ſo ſpeak? 
that is, it advances upon the world, not at once, 
but by progreſſive ſteps, and its light ſbineth more 
ad more unto the perfect day. It may be even 
now but in its dawn; for who can ſay it is ar- 
rived at its meridian even amidſt all the ſunſhine 
of knowledge of this enlighten d age? What is 
to be the ſtate of religion in after-times muſt be 
kft to the unſearchable counſels of God, but its 
erfection as well as its perpetuity we are taught 
v expect both from the analogy of nature as 
well as ſcripture. The day will come, when the 
urth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord; 
u the waters cover the ſea. In the mean while, 
luring its leſs perfect ſtate, tho the foundation be 
lud by a wiſe maſter-builder, yet amidſt the va- 
mortals, tis no wonder that orbers build thereon, 
nd with materials too of very different kinds, 
tot only gold, fikver, precious ſtones, but wood, 
toy, flubble ; but let every man take heed how he 
— for other foundation can no 
nan lay, than that is " which is Feſus n 


| FOR concern'd then n 
„ not whether the interpreters of ſcripture are 
greed in their ſeveral explications of it, but whe- 

| > * d ther 
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ed down to us with ſuch a degree of purity and 
ineneſs, as to be a ſufficient grounds ſot 
their faith in them, and whether or no they may 
depend in a human way on the (kill and inte- 
| grity of their teachers, who are ordained: by the 
| providence of God and man to fet before them 
the evidence, the contents, and the importance 
ol the goſpel. mmm 

4 vix. 


The expediency n of an inſtituted 
truths of the goſpel to ſucceding generations. 


It may appear from what has been already 
ſaid, that chriſtianity is to be conſider d as a ſci- 
ence, which men are to learn, as they do other 
ſciences, by inſtruction and application to teach- 
ers. We do not live in the days of inſpim- 
tion, nor are we to expect ſupernatural infuſions 
of truth. The goſpel once given and committed 
to writing is to be a ſtanding rule for us to walk 
by. We are left to make our own improve 
ments in this, as well as other advantages of m- 
ture, according to the ordinary and Rated cour 
A | 


But 
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But how are theſe improvements to be made? 
tey are attended with difficulties, not only in 
ammon with other books of antiquity, but 
ct · matter they contain was altogether new and 
heard of in the world: they relate things not 
of common hiſtory, or the ordinary occurrences 
(lie but of ſpecial interpoſitions of providence 
he ſublimeſt nature, even the divine counſels of 
kill in the languages, in the cuſtoms and pra- 
tices of antiquity, but moreover a particular ap- 
plication to the ſacred books | nod 
A — 
idence in his reſtoration, the great myſtery 
kiſure not abilities to undertake ſo arduous a 
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Hence then we *** 
ck men to be ſet apart for theſe purpoſes; of men 
whoſe 
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whoſe education may qualifie them for the office Ml 
of teaching, and whoſe profeſſion and employ- il ' 
ment ever after ſhall be dedicated to the ſame Ii « 
ſervice. Let me repeat it again, that religion is I * 
a ſcience: it proceeds in the ſame manner and 


by the ſame ſteps that other ſciences do; it con- 
fiſts of elements or firſt principles of knowledge, IM © 
of improvements upon thoſe principles, and g- 
ing on to perfection. It requires learning to ex- 
plain, addreſs to recommend, care and fidelity 
to guard the ſacred truths it contains. 
How is it then, that ſome are ſo. clamorous 
againſt the uſefulneſs of an eſtabliſhed miniſtry? Ned 
or to what purpoſe do they diſpute the divinity Ws » 
of its inſtitution ? For if religion be of any real N 
importance to mankind, the importance of the 
miniſterial office will follow from the-very na- 
ture of the thing, whether it be ſuppoſed to be 
divinely inſtituted or not. The wiſdom of lu- 
2 governments would find it neceſſary to or- N 
dain ſuch a miniſtry, tho they had no expreſs Mint 
authority for it from ſcripture. For were the i" 
good of the people, or their own intereſt as go- 
vernors at all conſulted, they could not avoid ac- 
knowledging its beneficial influences upon the i t 
publick utility. mne 


2 than dun men are willing to ally to 
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For taking jt no higher than in a political view, 
what unſpeakable advantages muſt ariſe to the 
community from thoſe conſtant leſſons of loyal- 
y, probity, benevolence, and the whole train of 
ſocial virtues, with which the goſpel charges its 
preachers? but conſider them farther as guar- 
dans of the ſpiritual welfare of the people, and 
the importance of their office will be ſtill more 
lluſtrious, whulſt they are extending their in- 
luences into another life, being employ'd in the 
vine work of making men wiſe unto ſalvation. 

It will be in vain to object that theſe glorious 
nds are not anſwer'd, ſince mankind continue 
8s wicked as ever, and that vice and corruption 
till prevail with an high hand both in publick 
private. For who will take upon him 
b ſay, that this or any other inſtitution has fully 
wer'd all the ends it was deſignd for? The 
te | laid ſchemes are found in ſome degree inef- 
„and the wiſeſt contrivances are diſap- 
pad of the fruits which might be expected 
n them. But what is this failure to be attri- 
td to? not to the inſtitution. itſelf, but to the 
ulties and depravity of human nature. Hence 
s that the force of laws is evaded, the beſt 
vernments are unſettled; and religion itſelf per- 
to the worſt purpoſes. --- What then, arc 
to v conclude ſuch conſtitutions to be entirely 
uſe- 
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uſeleſs ? do they produce no good effects at all? 
Mankind, bad as they are, would they not be 
ſtill worſe without them ? can it be thought, 
they lay no reſtraints upon mens actions? are 
they no ſort of check upon their unruly paſſions, 
and diforder'd affections? Sanguine men indeed 
are apt to expect more from a good deſign, than, 
conſidering the reluctant nature of mankind, it 
will reaſonably bear, and if every good effect is 
not produc d which they promiſed themſelves, to 
receive often unfavourable impreſſions of the de- 
fign itſelf, But this is not conſidering things as 
they are, the follies and vices of men are not to 
be eradicated at once, and fares will ever mix 

themſelves with the good ſeed. = wel 
I cannot avoid taking notice here of another 
objection, which has been often urged- againſt 
the neceſſity of an inſtituted miniſtry, which i, 
that it ſuppoſes a blind and implicit faith in the 
people, and that if they have any religion at all 
they muſt take it upon truſt, and be guided 
wholly by the directions of their teachers, and 
the example of others. But ſuch a faith as this 
is irrational, and conſequently of no value. 

But then let it be confider'd on the other hand, it 
that if the common people have it {till in the! 
power to act rationally in their ſphere, and ſuit 
ably to their condition and circumſtances in 2 
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world, the objection vaniſhes, and their faith 
may be proportionably reaſonable and worthy; 

tho not built upon the ſame foot of argument 
nd explicit perſwaſion, with that of others un- 
der ſuperior advantages. Where much is given, 
much will be expected, and on whom leſs is 
beſtowed, of them will God require leſs. If it 
be the unavoidable condition of their very being 
nd circumſtances in life, that they muſt act im- 
picitly in theſe matters, if the providence of 
God has ſo order'd and conſtituted things, that 
bey cannot morally ſpeaking act otherwiſe, the 
plain conſequence is, that by ſo acting they diſ- 
charge their duty, they act as it becomes them, 
dey act agreeably to their character and the or- 
&r of things, and do e entitle themſelves 
v the favour of that being, who will not reap 
were be has not ſawn. Revelation, tis true, was 
elign d for the general uſe and benefit of man- 
ind, but it does not therefore follow that every 
tan is obliged ta make himſelf maſter of the 

thole ſcheme of this diſpenſation, or that he is 


Aly to, comprehend the grounds and methods 
ad cyidence of it, in ſhort to be a critick in di- 
Mity. It is enough if he practiſes the rules he 
— and ſbews bis faith by bis works. For 
s will the main end of revelation be anſwer d, 
he may nat be able to give ſo ſatisfactory an 


ac 


26 | A. Conſecration Sermon 
account of the grounds upon which he believes, 
— abu an ame ae: 16-7 


| But: now let un lere the world to Anm 

and ſee the conſequence. --- What kind of reli- 

gion do we imagine they would ere& ? what W 
conſiſtency can be expected to ariſe out 'of con- 
fuſion ? Nothing but diſtraction betwixt enthu- 
fiaſm and ignorance, ſuperſtition -on the one 
hand, and disbelief or groſs ſtupidity on the o- 
ther, in ſhort a face of religion, like that of the 
_ earth in its original chaos, without form and void, 
Or, ſuppoſing the ſcriptures in their hands, would 
their natural ſagacity lead them to a right un- 
derſtanding of them ? Even with the beſt tran{- 
lation much ſkill and pains are found neceflary 
to explain their difficulties, and comprehend 
their ſcope and deſign. What helps do men 
ſtand in need of who are educated in theſe ſt 
dies ? e e 6 2s eee 
from whence are they to receive help? Not tc 
mention how often men want to be reminded o 
the practical part of their duty, which, if let 
. eee 
at all. Such would be the ſtate of religion with 
cout a regular appointment of miniſters, 22205 
the objection of an implicit faith ſhould be here 
* yet muſt it be follow d by a ft 


in 
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ofinitely worſe, that of no faith at all. For how 
full they believe in him, of whom they have not 
ard? and bow ſhall they bear without a preach- 
rn? and how ſhall they preach, except they be 
5 | 
Pk ntl, a 
fate of childhood, in whatever view you conſfi- 
der They ſtand in need of daily inſtru- 
on mos: y in matters of religion, but in e- 
rery other concern of life; They carry on their 
worldly affairs according to certain rules and no- 
tons they are bred to, and learn from others. 
They act and believe by direction even in the 
paineſt and moſt obvious duties of morality. 
They do not ſtay to reaſon and debate with 
themſelves upon the abſtract fitneſs and unfitneſs 
nf} * 2Ntions, but proceed upon principles taken for 
a. nnted and unexamin'd. 
But perhaps after all, neither is their faith ſo 
rholly blind and implicit, as may be thought. 
r if they faith- 


y | N @ -» | 
gs are er forth with that undiſguiſed 
ſuinneſs and genuine ſimplicity, which becomes 
ivſe who preach not themſelves but Chrift Feſus, 
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to ſee the reaſonableneſs of their ſervice, but 
may be able to give a good account of the byje 
that is in them. And thus may their ſpiritual 
guides be ſaid not ſo properly to judge for them, 
as to aſſiſt them in judging for themſelves. Their 
own ſenſe and judgment of things are at the 
ſame time appeal'd to, F 
„ een 


| 

| 

Y 

J think, one need not be ſollicitous to illu- Mt 
ſtrate the foregoing doctrine from the general l 
practice of mankind, who have in all ages and 
countries appointed officers of religion, and a {Wd 
ſuch publick inſtructors of the people. And not- v 
withſtanding all thoſe diverſities of opinions 2- NU 
mongſt chriſtians diſcourſed of under the former W1y 
head, one point at leaſt is uncontroverted, that {Wi 
popular inſtructions are neceſſary. Even the ¶ xi 
moſt undiſciplin'd of our ſectaries, if I may ſo er 
itt 

cer 

15. 

ſat 

ger 

nd 


| ſpeak, after all their claims to liberty of con- 

| ſcience and freedom of thinking, yet mean no- 
thing leſs by it than to leave their flocks to them- 
ſelves. They have their ſeveral tenets and par- 
_ ticularities of doctrine, which they carefully in- 
culcate upon them, they guard their orthodoxy 
with great watchfulneſs, and in ſome ſort exer · Not 

ciſe the ſame kind of church power and eccle- 
ſiaſtical —— OO themſehves, hy 
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but Ml they have been fo apt to complain of under eſta- 
ahmen. re 


hem, I beg leave to conclude this diſcourſe with a 
Their WM hort remark more immediately ſuitable to the 
t the ¶ xeſent ſolemnity. The church of England 
n the {us thought fit to follow the conſtitution of the 
rimitive church in the appointment of the ſe- 
ral orders of biſhops, prieſts, and deacons. 
Epiſcopacy ſeems how'to be'no longer a ſtum- 
ling-block with the generality. even of thoſe, 
ho are upon other accounts diſaffected to the 
ctabliſnment. They allow it to be, if not of 
poſtolical inſtitution, yet at leaſt conſiſtent with 
be good government of the church, and in ma- 
y reſpects conducive to the intereſts and well- 
king of religion. They acknowledge the pro- 
riety at leaſt of a ſuperior rank of men to ſu- 
rrintend the work of the miniſtry, to inſpect 
no the lives and conduct and regularity of the 
ergy, to ſet in order the things that are want- 
ng, to repreſent the exigencies of religion to the 
lite, and to claim its protection. They no lon- 
fr pretend to ſee any inconſiſtency betwixt civil 
nd ecclefiaſtical juriſdiction, and the tremen- 
Gus names of ſpiritual tyranny and hierarchical 
tew abandon'd writers, who affect fear where. 
no 
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10 fear is, The moderation of the 'times,ul 
the moderate exerciſe of authority in thoſe whi 
are inveſted with it, muſt cut off all | 
' inveRtives of that Ons. — And when me 


ed to the! high bondur of. ee ee 


Shurch, they cannot fail of entitling ti 
to that double bonour amongſt men- whi A 
Paul gives to the elders that rule well. Theing 
ple revenues and honourable ſtations will bei N 
joy dd unenvied, whilſt they are enſamples wt 
Jock, in word, in conver ſation, in charity, in 
"rity in faith, in purity, in all things ſhewing "ng 
febves patterns of god. works ; er ur & 
"thacottery pam iy he Gef honing 
w/ of theme And whill they thus Auch 
"iv te rd of: ae 15: ol 
D and the 
blameableneſs of their lives ſhall add woah N 
their words, as well as dignity to their ol 
And laſtly, after having nad ful prof OY 
miniſtry, in feeding the flack of God, and 6 
tp the church of Chrijt, there is laid up for i 


